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Chai r s Repor't
Kate Mobbs-Morgan

Past the autumn equinox now and the evenings
draw in quickly which should leave more time for
catching up with paperwork! Funny how the incli-
nation is not really there though!

It is only a few weeks since some of our members
attended, on behalf of you all, the APF forestry ex-
hibition. My feeling is that it went very well despite
the fact that we had a funny little pocket of wood-
land to work with. The horsemen demonstrating
showcased the horses really well, working with two
singles and a pair of cobs on the move for each
demonstration.

We had a lot of interest each time and many sensi-
ble questions. Sometimes these events are slow
burners but I think work will come from it for

some.

It still feels important, from the interest shown for i
us as a membership to have a presence at showsgEg#s
like this. Although the BHL gets a payment for
demonstrating it does cost a reasonable sum for
to be there.

I have to say though, in defence of that, everyone

being paid goes way beyond the call of duty and
those manning the stand all give their time pro gre®
tis. As an aside we also had the best sales ever o
logoed items and this will all go back into the pot!

The Woodland Management course has been run g
again, and we got enough attendees to almost coy s
the costs. That is such a positive as it is @léyur .
course and the participants came in from all over
the UK. The power of Facebook!

The website is undergoing an update with some
additions at the moment so we expect to be back
on track with that very soon. | realise it has been
slow in the coming and difficult to update infor-
mation, so thank you for bearing with us.

Well, keep watching our Facebook page and web-
site for 2017 events. We have some thoughts in the
pipeline that should be interesting.

Logging horses at the APF 2016. From top: S
Chris Wadsworthds Cob

Crunchie Whitbyos Cobp
Max Hi bbertds Bel gi anfes
Photos by Cathrin Vaughan
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Tr ailt ad e Co mt O e sTheobjegofthg si@w is to test the ability of the
animals rather than o0sh

Carole and Peter Coates tests held over three days:

Manageability in an urban environmentin

France in excess of 60 towns use equines to col-
lect rubbish, manage green spaces, people
transport etc.

Horse Logging: In France, horses are often to

be found working in sensitive areas, not just for-
ests but also river banks. This test illustrated the
problems horse and handlers are likely to find and
how they work round them to complete the job.

Labour: Many parts of the world are still cultivat-
ed using traction animals, not just equines but
also bovines and camelids. The test used different
e crops and different types of equipment to show

Jurgen Duddek of Team Germany with Votan what can be done.
Carriage driving:A 15 km route around the

Itis a truth universally acknowledged that if there is ¢ farm that had to be carried out in a set time.
heavy horse show going on where you have to take ¢ Marathon: The teams had to perform as quickly
ferry for a few hours then we will be interested init. as possible in a set order.

And the latest ferry trip took us to Nevers in France t
the Trait ComtdEst event
event developed by the Comtois breed association a
actively supported by the Department of Nievre Cour
cil. All the tests emphasised man and animal working
togethe® the partnership required to achieve a
safe and successful result.

Obstacle course, four in handA compact test :
of manageability, manoeuvrability and skill. It was
fast and exciting.

Held at the Ferme du Marault agricultural centre whic
is also the permanent home of Charollais cattle bree:
ing, it provided a good background for showcasing th During the day and late into the evening, Jehol
abilities of heavy horses of many Continental breeds provided demonstrations of acrobatic skills of
Around 250 horses were working in driving, ploughin both horses and riders.

logging and performing environments; the main bree
being Ardennais Belges, Franches Montagnes (a Sw
breed), Bretons, Cobs Normands, Percherons, Boulc
nais and Comtois.

The show was also used to showcase food prod-
ucts from the Burgundy and Franche Comte re-
gions, e.g. Comte cheese, Burgundy wines, Charo-
lais beef. There was a bizarre note, from an Eng-
lish perspective: at one point the commentator
recommended that we try the horse meat that was
beingsolda bit | i ke saying
burgers heredé. Whil st |
see this going down at all well at the Shire Horse
Show or Olympia.

In contrast to PferdeStark, held in Germany, this
show did not attract many English visitors (there
were four of us) which is a shame because it is
well presented with a lot of variety with a really
relaxed and friendly atmosphere in a beautiful
area of France. There is a proposal to hold similar
events in Belgium and Switzerland in 2017 and
2018.
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British Horse Loggers at the APF 2016 Exhibition
Cathrin Vaughan

Crunchie Whitby with vy and Snippet

All photos by Cathrin Vaughan

one of the neighbouring stands felled a number of their
trees dangerously close to her.

However, when the forwarder on this stand struggled to
September 15th7th saw another successful climb the slope, this did the horse loggers a great favour
APF Exhibition for t hbyilugtiging peregllyhoy jogantragthgrspgcan
forestry event, it is an excellent opportunity to COMe into their own on such sites.
showcase horse logging to the industry. Kate MobbsMorgan and Steffi Schaffler took turns on

The BHL stand this time was a sloping site witf{h€ microphone, keeping the audience interested and
good visibility of the horses at work, but with a informed. As always, the demonstrations drew good
narrow frontage sandwiched between two crowds,_ and the _BHL volunteers were kept busy
machinery stands. There was continual interesfNSWering questions, and promoting the advantages of
in the stand, and the three demonstrations eachOrse 109ging.
day were a big draw. The BHL gazebo served up tea and excellent cake
Pete Harmer organised the site, and he and (thanks, Lindg and Pete!),_and Li_nda T_hackray also did
Andy Iredale were the chainsaw operators. ~ 900d trade with BHL logo items, including mugs, T
shirts and signs.

The demonstrators were: N ]
It was good to see so many familiar faces, with BHL

Chris Wadsworth from Yorkshire with his Cob mempers drawn to the event from all over the country,

mare Blue. Chris is already back at work despitgqd to make new friendsncluding from as far away as
his recent hip operation, confounding his the USA.

doctors by the speed of his ongoing recovery! _ . _
Kate said: o0l just want to

put so much time and effort into making the APF the
success | think it was. Particularly though to Pete who
Max Hibbert from Yorkshire with his Belgian  did the site visits, much prep and many extra journeys to

Crunchie Whitby from Herefordshire with his
Cob mares Snippet and Ivy, working as a pair.

Draft gelding Freddie. get everything in place. | felt the interest was good and
The horses all coped well with the machinery we certainly had plenty of people around for all the
and the crowds. In particular, Chris demos. Thank you so much everyone for giving your

Wadsworthoés Bl ue behatviende iampde cscraiblliyn gvhtemnr ough! 6
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Top and above: Chris Wadsworth with Blue
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A misty morning at the campsite:
Top: Crunchie prepares
Above: Dave, Steffi and Merida

Left and above: Max Hibbert with Freddie
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